
LA
 

 

 
 

 
 
 
 
M
 
 
 
 
 
D
 
A
M
 
S
 

N
S
D

ABOR AND P

May 17, 2012

Dear Chairma

Attached plea
Members for 

incerely, 

Nicole Maest
enior Econo

Director, RAN

POPULATION

2 

an Johnson: 

ase find my w
the record.  

tas 
omist 
ND Center f

N 

written respo
Please let m

 

for Disability

onses to the 
me know if yo

y Research 

questions po
ou have furt

osed by Com
ther question

1776 Main St
P.O. Box 213
Santa Monica
90407-2138
TEL 310.393
FAX 310.393

mmittee 
ns.  

 

treet 
38 
a, CA 

3.0411 
3.4818 



LA
 

 

U

 

 
S
S
b
em
g
an
to
is
pr
n
ra
m
fi
 

 
I 
st
en
tr
ev
is
n
im
 

ABOR AND P

United Sta

H

Qu

1) In Ms
like to

tatistical res
tatistical res
ased conclus
mbodies rigo
eneralized to
necdotal app
o draw (often
s rooted in th
rovides a sim
eed to review
andomized c

medical scien
indings. My 

2) In his 
saying
drama
assess

would only 
table attribut
nvironments
reatments tha
valuation sy
s expected to
eeded to und
mpairments a

POPULATION

ates House
S

Hearing on

Qu

uestions fro
Dr. Nicole M

s. Ekman’s te
o respond? H

search is one
search has th
sions about p
orous protoc
o the larger p
proach, wher
n incorrect) 
he long-estab
mple method
w individual
controlled tri
nce. Ms. Eck
written testi

testimony, D
g “the way d
atically in th
sment? What

highlight Dr
te across situ
s.” Environm
at increase th
stem, howev

o last longer 
derstand the 
and differen

N 

e of Repre
Subcommi
n Securing

M

uestions S

om Chairma
Maestas, Se

estimony, sh
How can stat

e of our most
he great adva
policy matte
cols for deter
population. S
re the experi
inferences a
blished statis
d for drawing
l disability c
ials, which fo
kman express
imony provid

Dr. Chan spo
disability is c
e past 50 yea
t ideas do yo

r. Chan’s cit
uations, sinc

mental factor
he likelihood
ver, is based 
than 12 mon
dynamics of

nt work envir

 
 
 
 

sentatives
ittee on So

g the Futur
March 20, 2

 
ubmitted 

 
an Johnson 
enior Econo

he provides a
tistical resear

t powerful to
antage of ena
ers. Perhaps m
rmining whe
Statistical re
ience of a sin
about an entir
stical princip
g sound infe
ases. This sa

form the gold
ses uncertain
des the prop

oke about th
conceptualiz
ars.” Do you
ou have for h

tation of the 
e physical an

rs include ad
d of some de
on the notio

nths. This is 
f and interac
ronments. 

s Committ
ocial Secu
re of the S
2012 

for the Re

Followed b
omist, RAND

a critique of 
rch be used 

ools for infor
abling us to 
more import
ether a partic
esearch helps
ngle case or 
re program o
ple of random
erences abou
ame statistic
d standard fo
nty about the

per interpreta

he shifting pa
zed and meas
u have anyth
how to impro

IOM statem
and mental fu
dvances in m
egree of reco
on of a disab
an area whe

ction betwee

tee on Way
rity 

SSDI Prog

ecord 

by Response
D Corporat

your researc
to inform di

rming disab
draw objecti
tantly, statis
cular conclu
s avoid the p
small group
or populatio
m assignmen

ut the program
cal principle 
or scientific 
e proper inte
ation in caref

aradigms of 
sured has ch
hing to add to
ove the prog

ment that “dis
unctioning is

medical and s
overy. Our c
bility being “
ere much mo
en particular 

ys and Me

gram  

e from  
tion 

ch. Would y
isability poli

ility policy. 
ive, evidenc
tical researc
sion can be 

pitfalls of the
p of cases is u
n. Our appro
nt, which 
m, without t
underlies 
inference in

erpretation o
ful detail.  

disability, 
hanged 
o Dr. Chan’s
gram? 

sability is no
s influenced 
surgical 
current disab
“permanent”
ore research 
health 

eans 

you 
icy?  

e-
ch 

e 
used 
oach 

the 

n 
of our 

s 

ot a 
by 

bility 
” if it 
is 



LA
 

 

 
 
 
 

 

T
ed
IC
ac
ac
w
ev

ABOR AND P

3) Based

The integratio
ducation and
CF), since it 
ctivities, and
cknowledge 

would offer a
ven facilitate

POPULATION

d on your exp

on of the new
d practice is 
highlights th

d health whe
disability as

a blueprint fo
e improveme

N 

periences, ho

w Internation
an advance
he interactio

en determinin
s a dynamic 
or designing 
ent. 

ow would yo

nal Classific
(Dr. Chan’s 

ons between 
ng disability
process, rath
evaluative s

ou define dis

cation of Fun
 testimony p
environmen

y.  A further 
her than a st
systems that 

sability?      

nctioning (IC
provides an o
ntal and pers
advance wo

tate. This pro
t can measur

CF) into med
overview of 
onal factors,

ould be to 
ocess framew
re and perhap

dical 
the 
, 

work 
ps 


